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THE COLLECTOR AND ART CRITIC. 



SoofcCraft 

'pHE sale of the third part of the stock of Richmond & Co. took 
place at Bangs's on March 20-24. The most important book 
offered was Painter's " Palace of Pleasure," London, 1566-7, the first 
edition of both volumes, but with the title-pages in facsimile. The 
sum of $142 was given for it, which was $12 less than the price paid 
for the same copy at the Hayes sale last spring. Despite the fact 
that the titles are not genuine, tKis copy is worth much more than 
it has fetched at the Hayes and Richmond sales. No perfect copy 
of the book, both parts being first editions, has been sold at auction 
in half a century. 

Another important book was the "Second Folio Shakespeare," 
though the verses were in facsimile and the letterpress of the title- 
page was also a reprint. It was the Sewall copy, and in 1807 had 
fetched $115. The sum of $100 was given for it last week. The 
second of the Grolier Club's publications, Fitzgerald's " Rubaiyat," 
which has lately brought the very low price of $8o, went a little 
higher at the Richmond sale and fetched $1 1 5. Other prices were as 
follows : 

Allen's " Reason the Only Oracle of Man," Bennington, 1784, $20. 
Manson's copy fetched $28. The Richmond catalogue referred to 
the " Bennington edition " of the book as if there had been more than 
one edition. There was but one, and the book was immediately 
suppressed, owing to adverse criticism. 

Andrews's "New Amsterdam," New York, 1897, one of thirty 
copies on Japan paper, $91. 

Andrews's "Fragments of American History," New York, 1898, 
one of thirty copies on Japan paper, $20. 

Cabeca cfe Vaca, "Le Relacion y Commentaries," Valladolid, 
1555. 526. This from the Lenox Library duplicate sale in 1895, 
where it fetched $52.50. It was at one time in the Chorley Library. 

Dickens's " Oliver Twist," London, 1838, three volumes, half 
morocco, gilt tops, $27. 

Grolier Club publications : De Vinne's " Historic Printing Types," 
1886', $14.50 ; Reade's " Peg Woffington," 1887, two volumes, $24 ; 
Matthews's " Modern Bookbinding," 1889, $14; Milton's " Areopa- 

§itaca," 1890, $13.50; Curtis's "Washington Irving," 1891, $15.50; 
radford's "Laws," 1894, $30. 

Hamerton's "Etching and Etchers," London, 1868, $22. Kelm- 
scott Press publications: "The Recuyell," after Caxton's edition, 
1892, $45 ; Voragine's " Golden Legend," 1892, three volumes, $51 ; 
"Godfrey of Bologne," after Caxton's edition, 1893, $30; Herrick's 
" Poems," 1895, $46. Manuscript " Horae Beatae Mariae Virginae," 
executed on 218 pages of vellum, $225. 
# * * 

At a sale to be held at Bangs & Co.'s on the 3d and 4th there 
will be found some interesting book-plates. There is also a complete 
set of the writings of Charles Lever, all first editions in the original 
parts or original cloth as issued ; while the admirers of Swinburne 
will find there the first edition of the poet's separate publications, 
■it * * 

The sale of the library of C. Edward Pratt, which C. F. Libbie &' 
Co. conducted in Boston, April 4-7, will long be remembered as one 
of the most remarkabteof American book auctions. A choice library 
in many ways, including many of the best and most finely printed 
and bound modern books, which might reasonably be supposed to 
appeal to such a widely read and cultured man as the late lawyer 
and collector, its chief attraction was, on the whole, the department 
devoted to works illustrating the early history of Canada. It "was in 
these books that Mr. Pratt took an especial interest, and as the copies 
he chose of the original editions were the finest procurable in the 
open and private book market, they fetched excellent prices at the 
sale last week. Even his less important books sold well, and a 
handsome total must surely have been obtained for the 3,033 lots in 
the collection. 

Highest in importance among the Pratt books was Sagard's " His- 
toire du Canada," Paris, 1636, a lovely copy in red morocco, by 
Lortic, with the extremely rare four unnumbered leaves between 
pages 312 and 313, which contain four pages of Indian music with 
Huron words. The catalogue said that only two or three copies 
with the music are known, and this is quite near the truth. Mur- 
phy's copy, with the four leaves in facsimile, fetched $225, and there 
are other sales of copies lacking the music. Beckford's, which had 
it, sold for ^30 10s. ; Dufosse once priced a perfect copy at i,20of., 
and Hart's, with the music, sold for $100 in 1890 to Frederick W. 
Morris, who, it is now known, was acting for the Library of Parlia- 
ment, Canada. The Pratt copy last week fetched $450, and was 
secured by George E. Littlefield for, it is said, Mr. Hollingsworth, 
the Boston collector of Americana. It is apparently the copy want- 
ing the music which fetched £2$ in London, February 7, M895. 
Later, the music was supplied from a poorer copy, and the book was 



offered among Mrs. Pope's books in April, 1896, for $400. This 
other copy, by the way, was also secured by Mr. Pratt, and brought 
$40 last week. e 

The Pratt copy of Sagard's " Le Grand Voyage du Pays des 
Hurons," Paris, 1632, in crimson morocco, by Bedford, is probably 
the Ives, which sold for $92.50 in 1891. This was secured by Fred- 
erick W. Morris for $165. It is not a very rare book, and there are 
nearly a dozen American quotations of other copies, but such a good 
copy as the Ives-Pratt is infrequently seen. Basanier's " Histoire 
Notable de la Florida," Paris, 1586, which went to George E. Little- 
field for $260, contains important accounts of early voyages to Flor- 
ida, and has always been a highly valued book. Brinley's fetched 
$250, Beckford's £53, Murphy's $200, Stevens's ^39 10s., Barlow's 
$305, and Ives's $170. The Lescarbots fared well at the Pratt sale, 
and the two Champlains were not without appreciation, but only one 
bidder present seems to have known that the Pratt copy of Lescar- 
bot's " Histoire de la Nouvelle France," with the first title dated 
1617, may be considered unique, as" all copies previously described 
have the title dated 1618. Two of the maps were in facsimile, and 
it fetched only $22.50. This addition does not differ in any respect 
from that of 1618, so far as is known, though that statement has been 
made. 

One of the most interesting of Mr. Pratt's books was Du Perier's 
" Les Amours de Postion," Paris, 1601, which is believed to be the 
earliest novel the scene of which is laid in North America, and one 
of the first relating to Canada. It was bought on " order " for $100. 
On February 3, 1896, the same copy sold at Bangs's before an unap- 
preciative audience for only $6.75. Mr. Pratt secured it a little later, 
but he paid much more than that for it. Among Mr. Pratt's Kelm- 
scott books interest centred, of course, in the Chaucer, which, issued 
at ^20 in 1896, has recently sold for ^44 and /50 10s. The high- 
est price the book fetched during 1898 was £37. The only other 
sold at auction here was the one that fetched $157.50 at Bangs's, 
March 31, 1898. 



Sales. 

The Harris- Holbrook-Blakeslee collection brought the following 
prices : 

Artist. Title. Purchaser. Price. 

1. C. Westerbeck : " Tending the Flock'' $190 

2. Benj. Constant : "The Favorite of the Harem" 300 

3. C. H. Delpy : " Hauling the Nets " 130 

4. Sir Godfrey Kneller: "Lord Temple"— Dr. J. E.StiIwell. 550 

5. Julien Dupr6 : "A Haymaker" — R. C. Vose 400 

6. Edm. John Niemann: "A View in North Wales" — E. 

Morgan 400 

7. Francois Flameng : " A Summer Day "... 190 

8. Sir William Beechy : " Little Girl with Doll"— R. S. 

Minturn ."■ 325 

9. Jean Aubert : "Le Printemps" 150 

10. Charles Emile Jacque : *'The Edge of the Forest" — J. F. 

Clark 450 

11. Antoine Vollon : "Normandy Haystacks" — W. M. Laf- 

fan 300 

12. George Morland : " The Fisherman's Cottage " — E. 

Brandus 400 

13. Sir Peter Lely : " Portrait of a Lady " — E. Einstein 200 

14. N. V. Diaz : " La Plaine de Chailly "—J. K. Bates 1,000 

15. Elliott Daingerfield : " The Close of Day" 80 

16. Sir Thomas Lawrence : "Portrait of Mrs. Lushington" 

— J. F. A. Clark 1,600 

17. Eugene Isabey : "Cavalier and Court Ladies". 195 

18. George Inness : "Sunset on the River " — R. C. Vose. . . . 625 

19. Juana Romani : " A Hungarian " — H. Schaus 350 

20. Frank de Haven : "The Beginning of Autumn " 360 

21. Sir Ed. Burne-Jones : " Head of Girl at Well " 300 

22. Henri Gervex: "TheBather" 90 

23. Charles Emile Jacqae : " Watching the Flock " — H. 

Schaus 1,200 

24. Thomas Gainsborough : " A Surrey Landscape " — E. H. 

Gray : .' : 660 

25. Georges Michael : " The Old Windmill " 320 

26. John Ballantyne: "Sir John Millais Painting Picture,"etc. 290 

27. Cornells V. C.Jansseiis: " A Dutch Divine" — E. Einsten.. 1,050 

28. Jules Dupre": "On the Coast"— J. S. Bache 1,250 

29. Sir Peter Lely : " Countess of Chesterfield " 275 

30. Fran k M. Boggs : " In Village of Grandcamp " 1 10 

31. H. Andrews : "Garden Party" 250 

.32. James Patterson : "Scotch Pasture Lands" ... 160 

33. Cornelius deVos: "Portrait of Dutch Lady and Child"— 

C. Lambert 3°<> 



